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The EcoFarm Scholarship Program: 
giving aspiring farmers a solid foundation 

  Trav Williams, Broken Banjo Photography 
  
Soquel, CA—The Ecological Farming Association (EcoFarm) will present the 36th 
annual EcoFarm Conference at the Asilomar Conference Grounds in Pacific Grove, 
California, January 20 - 23, 2016. As the oldest and largest ecological agricultural 
gathering in the West, the EcoFarm Conference will bring together farmers, ranchers, 
distributors, retailers, activists, consumers, students, and educators working to support 
thriving, ecological, and equitable farms that can heal and feed our communities and the 
planet.  

The EcoFarm Scholarship and Fellowship Program is an integral part of the conference, 
supporting  farm workers, low-income farmers, educators or activists in farming or 
gardening programs, and students who are studying agriculture or environmental 
studies. These scholarships provide a solid foundation for these attendees, who receive 
hands-on learning, interactive teaching models, and farmer-to-farmer education. 

http://eco-farm.org/conference
http://eco-farm.org/conference/scholarships


The stories from past scholarship recipients reflect how important the scholarship and 
fellowship program is, as they walk away empowered with tools to make sustainable 
changes on their own farms, and in their communities. The impacts of the EcoFarm 
Conference go far beyond those four days in January, as knowledge is imparted that is 
used year-round and collaborative partnerships are formed that can last a lifetime. 

Oksana Bocharova, a new farm owner from Marlyand, "wanted to learn more about 
California CSA programs and models". With her EcoFarm scholarship, she "was able to 
come to the conference, where [she] met with farmers who have been doing CSAs for 
years". 

Penny Ellis, a student and entrepreneur working with Corralitos Open Farm Tour in 
California, was able to speak "with people at the Shumei Farm booth, result[ing] in 
organizing a public tour to visit their farm". She "continue[s] to use the knowledge and 
connections made through the Eco Farm Conference to increase public support of 
sustainable agriculture". 

With his scholarship, Kenneth Lloyd was "able to reach out to a Costco executive and 
have him consider the organic product [he was] developing" after seeing the executive, 
Mr. Kevin Chambers, speak on organics. Lloyd says that "without being at EcoFarm and 
having heard what drives Costco and Mr. Chambers in the organic/sustainable space I 
doubt he would have ever answered my letter". 
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2015 scholarship recipient and farm worker Caydi Dommeyer says of her attendance, 
"the web of connections and people out there with similar goals as me stirred up an 
inspiration I haven't felt from many other places". Scholar Kathryn Yagle of City Slicker 
Farms states that the perspective she took from EcoFarm was her favorite part, and that 
the conference enabled her to rediscover "the larger picture: why we do what we do, the 
impact it's having, and how we can strengthen collaborations to make a greater impact". 

Bringing these scholars to the conference is a group effort, and EcoFarm would not be 
able to provide the financial support it does to these attendees if not for the generous 
donors who contribute to the scholarship fund. This year, with the help of 14 
organizations and 33 individuals, the Ecological Farming Association is able to provide 
conference attendance to 180 scholars. The scholars will gain a solid foundation 
through the single-day conference attendance they receive, and will walk away inspired 
to continue forward with a shared mission: overgrowing the conventional agricultural 
system and replacing it with a healthier, safer, more just food and farming system.   

Join us at the upcoming 36th annual EcoFarm Conference, January 20 - 23, 2016 at the 
Asilomar Conference Grounds in Pacific Grove, California. Online registration closes on 
January 15th at 5pm (www.eco-farm.org), and onsite registration will be available at the 
Asilomar conference grounds starting at 7am, January 20th. 

  
Get the scoop on the EcoFarm Conference here: 

www.eco-farm.org, facebook.com/EcoFarm, twitter.com/Eco_Farm, 
instagram.com/eco.farm
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