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Integrated Farm Assurance (IFA): The Certification Process
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1.

Check with your customers (especially large retailers and distributors) to see if they accept
GLOBALG.A.P. IFA Version 4 as a certification option.

2.

Review our IFA Standard Documents online.

3.

The hierarchy of requirements flows from left to right in the IFA Standard graphic:

4.

The fulfillment of our General Regulations and All Farm Base (AF) requirements apply to all
Scopes/Modules: Crops (CB), Livestock (LB) and Aquaculture (AB).

5.

For Crops: You must fulfill the Crops Base (CB) Scope requirements, and those for each individual
Sub-Scope (FV, CC, CO, TE and FO) you need.

6.

For Livestock: You must fulfill the Livestock Base (LB) Scope requirements, and those for each individual
Sub-Scope (CS, DY, CYB, PG, PY and TY). In addition: Sub-Scopes Dairy (DY) and Calf/Young Beef
(CYB) must fulfill the requirements for the Cattle & Sheep (CS) Ruminant Base.

7.

For Aquaculture: Use the Aquaculture Module (AB) for Finfish, Crustaceans and Molluscs.

8.

Familiarize yourself with these documents, in particular the General Regulations, Control Points and
Compliance Criteria (CPCC), and the Checklists.

9.

For all Scopes, you will need to choose either Option 1 (Single Producer) or Option 2 (Multiple
Producers) certification.
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10.

If you feel you need any support, please contact a GLOBALG.A.P. Farm Assurer for fee-based
assistance. Farm Assurers are third party, on-farm advisors who can walk you through the audit process
and conduct a pre-audit excercise to get you prepared for your audit. (They can also refer you to a
certification body that can meet your needs.)

11.

Select a certification body in your region and country that offers IFA, contact them and request to
sign up for the GLOBALG.A.P. IFA program. They will require you to sign a GLOBALG.A.P. Sublicense
and Certification Agreement.

12.

Your certification body will collect GLOBALG.A.P.'s annual Registration and Certificate License fees
from you. Please see Sections 2 and 3 of the GLOBALG.A.P. North America Producer Fee Table to
calculate your fees.

13.

Your certification body will register you in GLOBALG.A.P.'s secure database and assign you a
GLOBALG.A.P. Number (GGN), a unique identification code for all producers worldwide.

14.

Your certification body inspector will conduct an assessment and issue you a IFA certificate if no
non-conformances are found.

15.

Your certification body will upload the assessment report to the GLOBALG.A.P. database, where only
your selected retailers can view your report.
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