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GRuB
A community-based nonprofit growing healthy food, people & community since 2001
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GRuB’s Mission

GRuB grows healthy food, people, and 
community.  With roots in the land, we 

create opportunities for people to learn, 
lead & thrive. 



+
Victory Garden Project

■ The Victory Garden Project (VGP) 
(formerly the Kitchen Garden 
Project) was founded in 1993 and 
since then has built nearly 3,000 
gardens in the South Sound

■ During the spring of 2019, the VGP 
built a total of 50 Victory Gardens 
in Thurston County. 41 of these 
gardens were built free of charge 
for people with low incomes



+ Our Gardeners
■ In 2018 Victory Gardens served 59 

households with 189 individuals (77 
children & 12 seniors) in Thurston 
County.

■ In 2019 Victory Gardens served 41 
households with 120 individuals (53 
children, 13 seniors & 8 veterans) in 
Thurston County.

■ 83% of our Victory Gardeners are 
women, one-half of the households 
have children, and 50% report 
monthly food insecurity.

■ 54% of gardens in Olympia, 15% in 
Lacey, 12% in Tumwater, and 18% in 
other cities in Thurston County.



+ The Impact of VGP Gardens

■ 82% of gardeners report that 
they know how to grow 
vegetables because of their 
garden

■ 73% share that they ate 
vegetables or fruits that they 
grew every day

■ 55% say their experience gave 
them skills and/or resources to 
contribute to their community



+ 2018 Quotes

■ “It was very satisfying to see my garden 
grow and flourish. I took every opportunity 
to show it to friends and neighbors. It 
made me very proud. And my kids loved 
pulling and picking stuff from the garden 
to munch on.”

■ “Eating from the garden helped decrease 
our blood sugar and helped Allen come off 
insulin.“

■ I think [the garden] brought us closer as a 
family. Thank you so much for that 
especially! It was wonderful working in 
the garden as a family. We learned a lot 
about so many things and depended on 
each other to do the best we could. 
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2019 Quotes

■ “I cannot express enough gratitude for 
how you changed my life. This came at a 
time when I absolutely needed it 
physically and mentally… This has been 
an absolute revolution in my 
perspective, my body and my spirit. I am 
exercising daily… I feel hope and 
momentum that I have not felt in a long 
time.”

■ “I want to say a big thank you to you 
guys for coming and installing the 
garden.  My family and I planted lettuce, 
tomatoes, kale, brussel sprouts, red 
cabbage, peas, rainbow chard, and 
some other greens.  We have been able 
to eat from the garden, and it is 
exciting to have the kids involved.”



+ Our Supporters

■ 88 volunteers contributed 
422 hours of service

■ Tumwater FRESH students built 
three of the five gardens in 
Tumwater

■ Lowes, Ed Hume Seeds, Spring 
Creek Farm and others donated 
more than $10,000 worth of seeds 
and starts that we gave away to 
Victory Gardeners and others

■ Great Western Supply and TS 
Services Lumber donated more 
than $2,000 in soil and lumber



+
Victory Farm

The Victory Farm is part of a 
"Compassionate Community 
Project" in partnership with the 
City of Lacey, Lacey Chamber of 
Commerce, Lacey Veterans 
Services Hub and the Thurston 
County Food Bank.

The Victory Farm is co-located on 
a site in development by the 
Thurston County Food Bank to 
address food insecurity in the 
City of Lacey
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The goal of Victory Farmers

We’re committed  to help veterans 
successfully transition back into 
their civilian life by translating 
skills and talents gained in the 
military to relationships-based 
community service.

Participants are connected with 
regular peer support, program 
leadership opportunities, 
communication skills training, and 
the opportunity to transform their 

strong military service ethic into 
civilian life through community-
based work to grow, share, and 
help others access good food.
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Victory Farm 2019
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Community partners
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Community partners
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